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Stroud Nature CIC aims to:
• Provide a forum for networking between local organisations and communities leading to more effective collaboration and use of
resources and opportunities.
• Promote and support projects that increase accessibility to local green
spaces and countryside for local communities.
• Support development and delivery of an annual programme of
environmental and sustainability education and experiential
opportunities for schools and youth organisations.
• Support development and delivery of projects that engage hard to
reach and disadvantaged groups in the District and that address health
and well-being inequalities.

Delivering our aims and objectives
• Provide a forum for networking between local organisations and communities leading to more effective collaboration and use of resources and opportunities.
• Promote and support projects that increase accessibility to local green spaces and countryside for
local communities.

Early Festivals (2008-13)
Since 2008 the vehicle for this has been the annual Stroud Festival of Nature - historically a single
one day event at Stratford Park. In 2015 fortnight long programme of walks, talks, exhibitions, school
workshops, open days and more.
The one day event reached a peak in 2012 and 2013 with around 50 partners and 4,000 visitors.
All festivals have been preceded by forums to involve partners in planning and organisation.
A more significant day long Spring Conference was held in 2013 with guest speakers and workshops
to build networking and collaborative ideas.
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• Provide a forum for networking between local organisations and communities leading to more effective collaboration and use of resources and opportunities.
• Promote and support projects that increase accessibility to local green spaces and countryside for
local communities.
• Support development and delivery of an annual programme of environmental and sustainability
education and experiential opportunities for schools and youth organisations.

Stroud Festival 2015
The 2015 Festival took place at venues and locations around Stroud at various sites being looked after
by partner organisations. These included Capel’s Mill, Frome Banks Nature Reserve, Stratford Park,
Woodchester Mansion, Daneway Banks, Newark Park and the Stroud Commons.
The George Room at the Subscription Rooms provided a hub for the festival throughout its two week
duration, with exhibitions, displays and activities.
Walks included poetry walks, art walks, health walks, tree walks, glow worm walks, mindfulness and
site walks based
Practical conservation activities engaged people in vegetation clearance and identification projects
There were a series of talks at the Sub Rooms and Old Town Hall, covering a diverse variety of topics
- Wildlife Illustration; Climate Change; Beekeeping; Otters; Wild Flowers.

Stroud Festival of Nature 2015 was the first festival that actively sought to engage local school
children.
Creative Sustainability took the lead in organising a two week long programme of workshops at
Primary and Secondary schools.
These were practical based workshops on environmental sustainability and ecology within the school
grounds.
One Primary School workshop led to an exhibition of art works at the George Room, Sub Rooms for
two weeks.
Stratford Park had a school’s day where Primary School chidren were shown some of the park’s
biodiversity and the museum’s natural history collections. Children also did observational drawing and
foraging activities.
The festival in 2015 began to introduce communities to the green spaces and countryside on their
doorsteps, promoting habitats and their eco-systems - ie Stratford park, Frome Banks, Capel’s Mill as
means to encouraging a greater sense of understanding and sense of ownership.
Through our own efforts and those of our partners we have engaged people in practical conservation
projects to enhance local natural environments.
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Stroud Nature 2016
Our plans for 2016 go beyond anything we have done before. They are firmly rooted in our objectives
as a Company. They build on last year’s two week long festival with a four month long programme of
workshops, open days, walks, talks and more. Over 50 individual events were pencilled in following our
forum in January.
We have dropped the word ‘festival’ in order to reflect these changes. There will be a larger single one
day Stroud Festival of Nature on 10 July.
The programme includes:
• Talk by George Monbiot on Rewilding Britain
• Primary and Secondary School workshops both in the schools and their grounds and at other
locations throughout June and July. This includes a new venue, Yew Tree Farm.
• Butterfly Walks with Butterfly Conservation
• Wildlife Art and photographic exhibitions
• Visits to Stroud Rural Sustainable Drainage System
• Wildlife Survey Walks with Glos Wildlife Trust
• Stroud Festival of Nature 2016 at Stratford Park

• Permaculture Weekend with Transition Stroud
• Practical work with the Cotswold Canals Restoration
• Wildlife Art workshop with Stroud Nature
• Stroud Valleys Showcase - a weekend event highlighting some of the best local initiatives in
Energy, Waste, Food and Nature followed by a week of visits to examples.

Partners

Sponsors

Strategic Approach
Stroud Nature has always taken a strategic approach in delivering its objectives.
In a time of diminishing financial resources which impacts on smaller local organisations, often
affecting their personnel and their ability to achieve their own objectives, Stroud Nature recognises and
promotes the philosophy of joint working.
We encourage organisations to think about how their individual projects might overlap, how their shared
ambitions might be realised through a more open, inclusive approach.
We are first and foremost a company which focuses on the local environment (green space and
countryside) seeking to promote and encourage increased access and engagement for a greater number
of people. This includes using art in its many forms to do so.
We are Stroud based and that is important to us. We are lucky to have our homes and work places in
a wonderful area of the country rich in natural and historical heritage, where sustainability and the
environment are high on the agenda, where art in its many forms thrives.
We are aware that our work and the festival in particular, like other festivals, can promote the Stroud
District, not just to visitors, but to those that live here and are not fully aware of what lies on their
doorstep.
This philosophy underpins our work. A healthy Stroud, both economically and culturally and physically,
benefits us all.

Strategic Approach
Stroud Nature were responsible in 2012 and 2013 for bringing all of the September festivals together
in an attempt to promote the many facets of Stroud and the Valleys in a cohesive, integrated way.
We created the concept of the FIve Valleys Festivals and packaged the Nature, Walking, Food, Fringe
and Eco Homes festivals together.
Underpinning this work was the realisation of how important this might be in:
• Promoting the identity of Stroud
• Encouraging visitors
• Creating a buzz around the town
The Food and the Walking Festivals are no longer organised, but Stroud Nature continues to push for
as many walks as possible as part of its events and activities programme.
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There are currently two and the intention is to produce at least ten.
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Still seeking to reinforce and promote the wonderful walking
opportunities in and around Stroud, Stroud Nature has started
producing a series of Walking trails.
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The Scarlet and Green Trails are focused around guiding people from
the very heart of Stroud, through its green spaces into the surrounding countryside.
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The choice of title for these walks is a deliberate effort to embody the historical and natural heritage
of the town and valleys. To create an identity for the town.
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Stroud Nature would like to support printed and online walking resources with location specific
R
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signage, interpretation and signposting. The focus should be on gateways and arrivalOpoints to the
A
U
D Information
TR
(railway station, bus terminus) linking to the centre of the town, in particular the Tourist
Centre and the the most popular public spaces (Farmers Market, Shambles)
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Involving the wider community to participate in Stroud Nature’s Summer
programme
•

LSP to help identify hard to reach groups in March

•

SN to consult with groups in April plan a bespoke day together, identifying barriers and solutions

•

SN shares learning with partner organisations for inclusive delivery

•

SN provides a day of activities for up to 8 groups throughout the summer - bushcraft, woodland
trails, bats and birds of prey observatory, photography, drawing, canal walks, overnight camps,
foraging walks, tree planting, sowing wildflower meadows, building habitats for birds and insects.

Supporting secondary schools to provide nature based outdoor activities
for students
.
•

SDSP to help promote project to Secondary Schools in March

•

4-6 bespoke Greening Days planned with secondary schools in March and April for delivery
throughout summer and autumn

•

Experts lead on carousel of hands-on experiential activities and environmental workshops include
pond building, pollinator and small mammal habitat construction, orchard planting, ecosystems
and sustainable technology

•

Leaves legacy of improved habitats, potential for wildlife and outdoor learning on their outdoor
campus.

Inspiring children and families to engage with the natural world and take
part in the wider festival programme.
.

SDSP recommends target schools in March
•

Up to 180 children invited to a carousel of hands-on, experiential activities led by experts lepidopterists, geologists, pedologists, mellitologists, ornithologists - involving studies of
specimens such as live moths, birds of prey, bees, detrivores and fossils and talking about experts
work, roles in conservation and discovery. Children will record observations and impressions in
sketch books and complete tasks for awards.

•

Children given a personal invitation to bring their families to meet the experts at the Stroud
Festival of Nature Big Day on Sun 10 July

•

Schools given contact list for experts and local places providing additional opportunities.

Stroud Nature CIC will always be evolving:
.

• To help promote the work of our partners, old and new
• Responding to and creating new projects where we feel we can make a difference
• To link into latest initiatives and strategies - local, regional, national

