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The American challenge:‘Just do it! 

‘

getting-out-of-the-hole.ukGetting Britain out of the hole – A plan for the UK economy

getting-out-of-the-hole.ukGetting Britain out of the hole – A plan for the UK economy

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrkORBvlyFpGwIAnxMM34lQ;_ylu=Y29sbwNpcjIEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1765018735/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fgetting-out-of-the-hole.uk%2f/RK=2/RS=6FVeT1z_C9rC3HjebGTN1AlUPNw-


The UK must recycle its assets
Sowerby Bridge Heritage Action Zone



Cities grew around transport          

nodes   

C





Town centre health checks



❑No longer such ideal places for families

❑Many more retail competitors eg 

Internet 

❑Cars dominate

❑Problems with image

❑But also some ‘rising stars’ with fresh appeals 

   

1. How well are our town centres doing?



Times are changing…



WHAT IS TO BE DONE?

1.Rethink what town centres are for

2.Share lessons 

3.Set up  ‘beacon’ projects

4.Recast  charges on property

Eindhoven 



2. What are town centres good for ?

Information and the knowledge economy, e.g. 

market research offices

Creative and culture quarters, e.g. design, 

performing arts

Community services, e.g. health, education, 

municipal, voluntary/third sector

Evening economy, e.g. eating and drinking out

Enterprise clusters, e.g. biotech, fashion

Learning places, e.g. R&D

Meeting places for all, eg cafes



New housing in Cambridge

Dickens Heath, Solihull

‘STROUD COULD BE THE PART OF  A LINEAR 
‘CITY



STATIONS ALONG THE ‘ARC’  
SHOULD BE GROWTH NODES



BRIGHTON STATION SHOWS WHAT IS POSSIBLE

Incredible Edibles, Todmorden

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/one-planet-flower-150.jpg

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XJSD-B3Bfzc/TiGf5WQKVtI/AAAAAAAAAKQ/5IUPP530orc/s400/URBED+Masterplan.jpg

New England Quarter, Brighton

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MFhVXhc1iVf6ZM&tbnid=zEqgwXObJRw7DM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/environment/sustainability-city/one-planet-city&ei=ZznDUe6BOISPO-SsgegK&psig=AFQjCNHniuEQf7NdENC-z_mtgVWjlEsAYA&ust=1371835051362161
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XJSD-B3Bfzc/TiGf5WQKVtI/AAAAAAAAAKQ/5IUPP530orc/s1600/URBED+Masterplan.jpg
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